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Foster  carers needed  

 

Rags to Riches has only a few dedicated fosters and we are looking to  

increase our pool of fosterers (whilst keeping it as a small               

manageable team). This will allow us to increase the  number of dogs 

we can save from the atrocities that face those dogs in the public 

shelters and those living on the streets.  

We need dedicated, experienced volunteers who have the time and 
space to care for these dogs until we find their forever homes. If you 
are  interested, please contact Liz or one of the other trustees or go to 

the website for more information and application forms.  

www.rags-2-riches.co.uk 
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Administration and Legal  

 

Charity Name:  Rags to Riches Romanian Dog Rescue 

 

Other names 
Charity is known 
by: 

Rags to Riches / R2R 

 

Registered Charity 
number: 

1171592 

 

Charityõs principal 
address: 

1 Green View, Crambe York YO60 7JP 

The Charity Trustees are:  

Elisabeth Jay: Chair 

 

Appointed April 2020 

Lisa Holmes  Vice Chair 

 

Appointed April 2020 

Lynsay Baker  Secretary 

 

Appointed April  2020 

Pauline Carruthers: Treasurer 

 

Appointed April  2020 

Richard  Leggott Publicity  Appointed April  2020 

Dawn Jacques  Fundraising  Appointed April  2020 

Julie Routledge  Patron  Appointed April  2019 

        

 All Trustees agreed and voted to be reappointed. Method of                

appointment in accordance with the constitution. Every Trustee must be 

appointed by a resolution passed at a meeting of the Trustees, with    

regard to the skills, knowledge and experience needed for the  effective 

administration of the CIO. 

Rags to Riches Romanian Dog Rescue is a constituted                                      
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)  
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For the benefit of the public to relieve the suffering of dogs in  Romania in need of care,  

treatment and protection and in particular to provide rescue homes or other facilities for 

the reception, care and treatment of such animals.  

To promote humane behaviour towards dogs in Romania by raising awareness, providing 

appropriate care, treatment and protection, for dogs which are in need of care and atten-

tion by reason of sickness, maltreatment, poor circumstances or ill usage and to educate 

the public in matters pertaining to animal welfare in  general and the prevention of      

cruelty and suffering among animals.ò 

 

Provisions of services:   Policy  
§  

Funding and oversight of appropriate care, treatment and protection of dogs whilst 

they are in Romania and being prepared to travel to the UK. This  includes all      

veterinary treatment, microchipping, neutering, vaccinations and appropriate    

shelter.         

§ Funding and oversight of purchases made for the above including medications. 

§ Funding and oversight of transport to the UK 

§ Safe and experienced care in vetted foster homes to   include veterinary   treatment 

if required. 

§ Safe, pre-checked adoption homes in the UK - all dogsô    microchip  registrations 

remain in dual registration with the Charity for the life of the dog. 

§ Ongoing support for adopters and dogs 

§ Spay/neuter campaign funding in Romania 

§ Education and awareness raising 

All our policy and adoption and fostering  documents are reviewed yearly.                                   
The following policies are available:   

Education & Awareness                                      Compliments & Complaints      

Financial Management                                        Data Protection 

Rehoming                                                           Rescue & Care  

Donations and Provision  of food and items          Direct adoptions  

The objects of the CIO are : 
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Chair and Trustee report 

 As the financial year ended our attention was turned to the far reaching and     
devastating impact of Coronavirus. The pandemic hit rescues across Europe . Rags 
to Riches reacted quickly to this impact, and sent money to the rescuers  in Valcea 
to help them through the challenging times ahead as they struggled with an         

escalation of abandoned, sick and starving  dogs. Ignorance and panic resulted in 
more work with fewer volunteers, and higher vets bills and lack of                           
accommodation.  We are also aware of the impact the pandemic may have on our 

summer fundraising activities and annual dog show and we will have to look to 
other ways of fundraising to enable us to continue to boost our funds. 

 We still have concerns re  the impact of Brexit on genuine rescue work , which has 
already resulted in rising transport costs.  The tighter controls do seem to be       

having an impact of the illegal trading of puppies, which has been a concern to 
welfare and rescue groups. 

Every dog we bring over has a past that we often know little about, and some of 

these dogs have been subjected to needless cruelty and abuse. Many are starved, 
lacking veterinary care, and living on the streets where puppies are born into       
disease and almost certain death . The rescuers in Romania work with our caring 
foster team to ensure that every dog is given the best possible care and chance of a 

happy future. Their hard work, commitment, and professionalism, even when 
faced with the most heart-breaking situations, is admired by us all. This year our 
charity supported several rescues from Romania.  This includes a number we have 

supported for direct adoptions. We also paid vets bills for many other desperate 
dogs in Romania when we were alerted to emergency situations. 

The year ahead will see us focusing our energy on reacting quickly to the changing 

times ahead and providing timely and effective support to the rescuers in Valcea to 
try to finish the new shelter before winter. We also are aiming to increase the spay 
neuter campaign working in partnership with the Finnish group. 

 

 

 

This group does the most 

Volunteer, Equality and Diversity  
 
Rags to Riches recognise the benefits of a diverse community of volunteers and are committed to 
being an inclusive organisation where everyone is treated with respect, dignity and where there 

is equal opportunity for all. 
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There are many individuals, groups and organisations who we would like to thank - including 
those who wish to remain anonymous! We truly are appreciative of all the help offered and if 
we fail to mention anyone, then apologies are extended now... 
So a big thank you :  

 

§ To all the rescuers in Romania who work tirelessly to help the dogs on the streets and in      
the public shelters in particular the volunteers Florentina Cioaca and Nicoleta  
Stefanescu in Valcea, Mirela Marcu  in Calarasi and in Craiova Alina-Mihaela             
Danciulescu. 

§ To all our volunteers who have helped with our fundraising events in the last year , in          
particular the annual dog show which just cannot happen without a large and willing team of 
helpers - including of course our judge Christine Spencer 

§ To all our fantastic followers who have donated prizes, sold raffle tickets, and taken 
part in our fundraising activities on line. A special thank you to Dawn Jacques (the car 
boot queen)  

§  To the transport companies who deliver our dogs safely from Romania and to the      
volunteers who turn out to collect and deliver dogs in emergency situations. 

§ To our fosterers who work tirelessly with the foster dogs, with love, care and patience 
to ensure they have a happy life ahead of them. 

§ To the people who give their time and expertise to make home checks on behalf of our 
Charity where distance means we cannot do these checks personally 

§ To the adopters of our dogs who give them a loving life long homes. 

§ Finally on a personal note thank you to all our families who quietly offer background 
support and are always there to lend a hand in times of crisis. 

 

Future plans for year 2020-21 for 
Rags to Riches for the next year            

include: 

§ Continuing to support spay and         

neuter campaigns in Valcea . 

§ Continuing a variety of fundraising 

activities. 

§ Hosting various events for                     

volunteers, fosterers and the general 

public to raise awareness and           

educate......  

§ Recruit more fosters to enable us to 

rescue more dogs 

Dawn and Liz car booting 
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In the early months of 2018 Rags 2 Riches joined 
forces with Bettina Stocker and the German group 
Herzenshunde to raise the necessary funding for a 
large down payment on a suitable property with land 
attached perfect for establishing a good-sized private 
shelter in the Valcea region. Since then a huge 
amount of work and donations has been put in. 

Over the last 2 years we have  continued to assist 
with  groundworks, fence building, water supply and 
assisted with the building of the road to the             
property. Smaller items such as  security cameras 
and lighting we have also purchased.   

It is now hoped that the first dogs will be moved mid 
winter 2020/21 . 

The process has been a long drawn out one , mainly 
due to a difficult winter weather wise, and planning 
permits, and latterly the pandemic. 

The New Shelter Project 

 

The picture left is the 
current shelter in Valcea 

where Florentina and                
Nicoleta care for the 
dogs they rescue.        
The land itself is  rented 

and they are constantly 
under threat of losing it. 
The conditions though 

poor  by our standards 
are worlds away from 
the horrors of the    pub-
lic shelter and life on the 

streets. 

The ladies also care for many dogs in their own homes.  

With well over 200 dogs in their care at any one time, 

plus caring and feeding those dogs on the streets and 
public shelters , rescuing dogs, taking part in spay 
neuter campaign and much much more. These ladies 
and others like them are true angels.  
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The story of Rosa has began in April last year...  

This story is presented as written by Florentina Ciacoa. 

 Rosa was not a Rags to Riches dog but this story is typical of the conditions dogs live in 

and suffer in Romania  

It was a weekend of April and we were in the middle of one of our neutering campaigns 

for scared females, with the purpose to dart scared females dogs that can not be caught 

in normal way to be spayed.  

I was driving with dr Ovidiu Rosu to a well know forest outside of the city, Malul Alb, a 

very well know place where people abandon everything what they do not need anymore-

alive cats and dogs, bodies or garbage... an area where we neutered the females for 9 

years and saved many souls... 

There we found Rosa, a small size girl whoôs story before we do not know and did not 

understand why she was abandoned... she was in heats and big males were running after 

her. She did not trust us and we could not touch her. The vet Ovidiu darted her and we 

managed to catch her. She was spayed and we decided to not return her in the forest, as 

the chances to survive were small... she was a small soul and her tiny body was covered 

by alive and dead ticks-hundreds. We gave her treatment against parasites and we be-

lieved she will become a wonderful dog after we cut her matted fur.  

But after few days after rescuing her, I found her lying and with no reaction. She arrived 

by emergency at vet and despite the investigations, the vet could not find the cause of 

her bad health and could not fix a diagnosis. Despite all these, I told the vet to try the 

best treatment for her, as we did for other dogs with nervous system damage!! 

It could he from the ticks, from the shock of darting with anaesthesia or simply because 

of the shock of being abandoned we will never know from where was her general dam-

age... Or all of each combined...  

Slow and sure, the vet started the treatment with medicines for the nervous system and 

infusions to feed her because she was like a vegetable. 

After 2 weeks of treatment, the vet saw no improvement at Rosaôs health and she was 

worse and worse-could not stand on her feet, could not eat or drink, could not react at 

any stimulus and lost more and more weight... the vet prepared the injection with        

euthanasia in a Saturday morning and let it near Rosaôs cage... it was a busy and short 

program day and they forgot about the euthanasia...  

The treatment continued the same and Monday the vet stuff was shocked to see Rosa 
was stretched the head smelling food from other dogs... they put a bowl with wet baby 
food and even she could not stand up, she put her in the bowl and moved her tongue 
limping slow from food... it was one of the miracles you live very rarely in life and the 
happiness of this moment cannot be described in words. 

The willing of this little soul to live cannot be described by any medical reason or         

science... ! 

Day after day she was limping from the food and in few weeks, she even made the first 

step again. 
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But then we discovered other problems... it seemed she could not see well, she had balance prob-

lems and she could not pass or avoid obstacles...she could not pass over thresholds or get out 

from the cage alone. She was still skinny and had digestive problems. And any medication applied 

did not help her too much... she did not need infusions anymore, but she was blocked in this stage 

and did not continue to improve...  

After 7 weeks, the vet said it is the time Rosa to leave the vet office. it was June and she needed to 

enjoy the Summers vibe... and the most important, this dog needed something what she lost when 

she was abandoned in that forest-the LOVE!  

Rosa needed a quiet environment, a gentle and loving person and to continue her medication...  

I knew who is the person fit for this and ashamed, because she always helped me with lost souls, I 

asked her help and she did not refuse... So Rosa arrived in foster and here started another chapter 

from her life...  

The beginning of this chapter was not easy also... she needed a lot of care and medication. We 
bought special probiotic and had a diet based on natural cooked food and continued the treat-

ment for the nervous system with pills.  

Besides all this, Rosa spent hours every day in her foster arms, stitched on her chest, in the          

rocker, at the threes shadow, caressed by the sunôs ray until the sunset... in the nights, Rosa slept 

on the left arm of her foster, even the foster had her own dogs who became jealous... besides all 

medication, Rosa could not come back to life without love . After other 2 months, Rosa ran in the 

yard  

I could never thank enough to the angel who 

brought her to life, Mrs Angela and to the on-

ly vet who could give her the right medication 

in lack if any diagnosis.  

The name Rosa comes from a beautiful pink 

rose from Mrs Angelaôs yard.  

Maybe you wonder why you did not know 

about this story until now... well from the 

same reason as always-the lack of time...       

because all efforts were involved in searching 

the best solution to save her every day... and 

today to he able to present you this wonderful 

story .  

Because our material and emotional            

resources used to save her created a real life 

lesson... the costs were never covered and I 

did not stop to believe she will survive. 

Now Rosa is almost a normal dog and        
continues to improve her health day after 
day . 

 

 


